SUGGESTED SIGN CODE REVISIONS 8-17-2010

I DEFINITIONS. As used in this document, the following terms shall have the
meanings indicated.

A

B.
C.

Banners: A temporary flexible sign, generally made of plastic or fabric and
designed to be hung on a building or between two posts.

Building Sign: A sign attached to a building.

Business: An organization chartered or authorized by the Secretary of the
Commonwealth to operate in Massachusetts and an unchartered business
activity (DBA), all of which must be registered with the Town of Eastham.
Business Unit: A separately owned and operated business establishment,
storefront or building.

Containers or dispensing machines: provided for the collection or
disbursement of products, food or beverages.

Contractor: Independent? trade, professional or service provider doing
temporary work including building companies

. Displays: Outdoor displays of any goods and services including but not

limited to antiques, beach items, bikes, crafts, canoes, clothing, fences, food,
retail items, receptacles for collections (excluding trash) or the disbursement
of goods, i.e. soda and ice machines.

. Events

a. Private Event: An event organized as a fund raiser for a non-profit
organization.

b. Commercial Event: An event organized as a profit-making activity

c. An Event Organized by a business for non-profit
Fees: Monies charged in accordance with the schedule as determined by the
Board of Selectmen.
Flags: A flexible sign intended to be suspended from a pole and attached to
a structure or suspended from a permitted flag pole or planted w/o benefit of
permitted pole- with or without lettering, pictures, symbols or graphics.
Free Standing Sign: A sign that is not attached to a building.
Home Occupation Sign: A permanent sign indicating an approved and
registered business operated from a residence.

. Mluminated Signs

a. Backlit signs: A sign illuminated by a non-visible light source where
the only visible light is light reflected off the background.

b. Internally illuminated: A sign illuminated by a light source, either
incandescent, fluorescent, neon or other light that is enclosed by sign
panels or within the sign.

Ladder Signs: Signs attached in a ladder type supported by a backboard
frame or post.

Mobile Sign: Signs attached to a vehicle beyond the normal vehicle
dimensions. Lettering or graphics on vehicles or trailers are not considered
mobile signs
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P. Name Signs: Identifies the resident occupant of a dwelling or the name of

the dwelling, or the name of a private way.

Permit: Issued by the Inspector of Buildings required for the erection of any

sign as defined in Section I, Definitions..

Permit Application: As established by the Planning Board.

Real Estate Signs: Temporary sign indicating sale, year-round rental,

permitted seasonal rental, open house, sold or lease erected by a property

owner or licensed Real Estate Broker.

T. Sandwich Board Sign: Cemmerciathy-prepared two-sided free-standing,
framed sign including two sided upside down V shaped, swing type or
stationary, any material sign.

U. Sign: All advertising devices or insignia, whether lettered or not, free
standing or attached to a structure, designed to identify or advertise a
principal use or activity for the property with which it is associated.

V. Subdivision Signs: Contains the name of the approved subdivision or
development.

W. Temporary Sign: One which is used to identify or advertise a use, activity,
or business, which is not a principal use or activity for the property with
which it is associated and which is intended for removal when such use or
activity stops. Such signs shall include; but are not limited to yard sale,
garage sale or open house signs, or a special promotion including sandwich
board signs.

X. Window Signs: Signs visible from a public way that are located in, on and
immediately behind windows, including, but not limited to, product
advertising signs.

Y. Free Standing Sign: A sign that stands on its own and is not attached to a
building.

Z. Building Sign: A sign that is permanently affixed to a building.

o O

Il PERMITS (carry “sign” forward with the caveat that it means display too)

A. Approval of Permit: Upon receipt of an application for a sign, the Building
Inspector shall review the application and then may issue a permit in
accordance with this By-Law. Application for a permit for a sign must be
acted upon within fourteen (14) days from receipt of the application.

B. Application for Sign or display: Application for a permit for a permanent
sign or display shall be on the form approved by the Planning Board, and
accompanied by a sketch and/or photograph showing the material, design and
size, type of lettering, colors and illumination, along with a current (date??)
plot plan showing all roads, ways, driveways, parking areas and buildings in
the area where the sign shall be erected. The exact location for the sign shall
be indicated on the plot plan. The fee for this permit shall be in accordance
with the Fee Schedule established by the Board of Selectmen.

C. Applicant must:

a. Have written permission of landowner if applicant is not the
landowner
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b. Have permission of the Board of Selectmen if the proposed sign is on
Town property.

c. Have permission of utility if signs are to be attached to utility poles.

d. Individual Residential name signs shall not require a permit or
registration.

IV: PROHIBITIONS:
A Any sign affixed to a tree or other natural feature
B. Illuminated signs having a glare distracting to drivers or adjacent property
owners or any exposed neon or gas-filled signs or illumination that will
conflict with the ability to see traffic lights or cause any hazardous

condition.

C. Flashing, rotating or oscillating lighting, whether primary or
supplementary.

D. Promotional streamers, posters, pennants and similar devices

E. Signs and banners placed upon sidewalks or in a position to obscure the
visibility of vehicular or pedestrian traffic

F. Human signs or people carrying or wearing signs unless permitted by the

Board of Selectman.

V: SIGN REGULATIONS, SEASHORE DISTRICT F: The display of not more than
one single-faced sign on property of a residential occupant which shall pertain to the
occupancy, sale, or rental of such property as herein authorized. Such signs shall not
exceed two (2) square feet in area and shall not apply to facilities deemed by the
Secretary of the Interior to be necessary on federally-owned property for administration
and public use and enjoyment of the Cape Cod Seashore of the Town of Eastham on
Town-owned land.

VI. ADMINISTRATION
A. Appeal: An applicant shall have the right of appeal to the Special Permit
Granting Authority the refusal by the Building Inspector to issue a permit for
a sign.
B. Enforcement: (To be considered by the Planning Board)

a. This Sign Code By-Law shall be enforced by the Building Inspector.
The Selectmen shall appoint an individual to enforce the Sign Code
By-Law when the Building Inspector is not available.

b. Complaints on alleged violations of the Code should be addressed to
the Building Inspector in writing during established business hours, or
to the Selectmen if the Building Inspector is not available. Written
complaints will be investigated, and written response provided to the
Complainant in accordance with law

C. Penalty:

a. Any sign requiring a permit erected without the issuance of such
permit shall constitute a violation of this Code. Penalty for such
violation shall be as follows by non-criminal ticket issued to the owner
of the property on which the unauthorized sign has been placed.
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i. First offense—Warning
ii. Second offense $100.00
iii. Third and all subsequent offenses--$200
iv. Each violation and each day of violation shall constitute a
separate offense, punishable by fine as aforesaid.
v. If asign or banner is a hazard to public safety, the Enforcement
Officer may order it removed immediately.

D. Waiver: An applicant shall have the right of appeal to the Special Permit
Granting Authority for a waiver to grant relief from any section of this Code.
The Special Permit Granting Authority may consider in their deliberations, as
a basis for granting of waivers, favorable recommendations from the Planning
Board and the Building Inspector. Any sign or display that may appear to be
in violation of the current by-lays must be removed from display while the
appeal is in process. Refusal to remove such infractions will be cause to
suspend the appeal process until >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

VIl VALIDITY:
A. The invalidity of any sentence, provision or section of this Sign Code shall
not be construed to invalidate any other part thereof.
B. Amendments: This By-Law may be altered, repealed, or amended in
accordance with the law.
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Allowed Size Duration Comments
District ALL | Real Estate ?7?? Temporary Must be removed within 48 hours of Sale
Construction 7?7 Temporary Must be removed within 48 hours of completion.
* All off-premise signs shall be ladder type for 2 or more businesses
* All pre-existing, non-conforming signs that are permitted are allowed in all districts.
* Exceptions: Nothing in the code shall modify or in any way control the existing rights of the Secretary of the Interior
to erect signs on
federally owned property specified in Section IV. The right of the
Town and State to erect signs on public
property for traffic control, identifications signs for facilities, signs for grant funded and special
projects,
posting of regulations and similar notices and/or signs shall not be affected by this
code.
Allowed Size Duration Comments
District A | Ladder Sign 3'Wx8'H Permanent
Home Occupancy 2 SF/side , 4SF total | Permanent | Must be erected on own property
Sub-Division Sign 24 SF Temporary | Until developers lots are sold not
more than 2 yrs
12 SF Total Permanent
Name Signs less than 2 SF Permanent | Does not require a permit, 1 or 2
sided
Temporary Sign SIZE????? Temporary | Event must have permit from Town
Clerk. Allowed to be put up 1 day
before and removed 1 day after
event.
Flags 7P? 7P?

llluminated and internal illuminated signs

Mobil Sign

Sandwich Board Sign

Banners

Federally owned property specified in Section IV. The right of the Town
and State to erect signs on public

property for traffic control, identifications signs for facilities, signs for
grant funded and special projects,




SUGGESTED SIGN CODE REVISIONS 8-17-2010

Allowed Size Duration Comments
District B | Ladder Sign 3'Wx8'H Permanent

Home 2 SF/side , 4SF total Permanent Must be erected on own

Occupancy property

Sub-Division 24 SF Temporary Until developers lots are

Sign sold not more than 2 yrs

12 SF Total Permanent

Name Signs less than 2 SF Permanent Does not require a
permit, 1 or 2 sided

Temporary Sign | SIZE????? Temporary Event must have permit
from Town Clerk.
Allowed to be put up 1
day before and
removed 1 day after
event.

Flags 70P? 7P?

Illuminated

and internal

illuminated

signs

Mobil Sign

Sandwich Board

Sign

Banners

Free Standing Less than 100 SF, having a vertical dimension

Signs no greater than 10 feet

Building Sign, Less than 24 sf per business permanent Each Business Unit is

with a free allowed 1 sign on

standing sign building

Building Sign Less than 50 sf per business Permanent Each Business Unit is

with no free allowed 1 sign on

standing Sign

building
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Allowed Size Duration Comments
District C | Ladder Sign 4'W x10'H Permanent | Name on 1 side only, off premises
Home Occupancy 2 SF/side , 4SF total Permanent | Must be erected on own property
Sub-Division Sign 24 SF Temporary | Until developers lots are sold not more than 2 yrs
12 SF Total Permanent
Name Signs less than 2 SF Permanent | Does not require a permit, 1 or 2 sided
Temporary Sign SIZE????? Temporary | Event must have permit from Town Clerk. Allowed
to be put up 1 day before and removed 1 day after
event.
Flags 77 7P?
Illuminated and internal
illuminated signs
Mobil Sign
Sandwich Board Sign
Banners
Free Standing Signs Less than 100 SF,
having a vertical
dimension no
greater than 10 feet
Building Sign, with a Less than 24 sf per permanent | Each Business Unit is allowed 1 sign on building
free standing sign business
Building Sign with no Less than 50 sf per Permanent | Each Business Unit is allowed 1 sign on building

free standing Sign

business
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Allowed Size Duration Comments
District D | Ladder Sign 4'W x10'H Permanent
Home Occupancy 2 SF/side , 4SF total | Permanent Must be erected on own property
Sub-Division Sign 24 SF Temporary Until developers lots are sold not more than 2
yrs
12 SF Total Permanent
Name Signs less than 2 SF Permanent Does not require a permit, 1 or 2 sided
Temporary Sign SIZE????? Temporary Event must have permit from Town Clerk.
Allowed to be put up 1 day before and
removed 1 day after event.
Flags ? ?
Illuminated and
internal illuminated
signs
Mobil Sign
Sandwich Board Sign
Banners
Free Standing Signs NTE 60 sf on 1 side permanent Not more than 2 signs at least 300’ apart on
or 120 sf total same property. If on 2 roads, 1 sign on each
including post road
Building Sign, with a Less than 24 sf per permanent Each Business Unit is allowed 1 sign on building
free standing sign business
Building Sign with no Less than 50 sf per Permanent Each Business Unit is allowed 1 sign on building
free standing Sign business
Allowed Size Duration Comments
District E | Ladder Sign 3'Wx8'H Permanent
Home Occupancy 2 SF/side , 4SF total | Permanent Must be erected on own property
Sub-Division Sign 24 SF Temporary Until developers lots are sold not more than 2
yrs
12 SF Total Permanent
Name Signs less than 2 SF Permanent Does not require a permit, 1 or 2 sided
Temporary Sign SIZE????? Temporary Event must have permit from Town Clerk.
Allowed to be put up 1 day before and
removed 1 day after event.
Flags ? ?
Illuminated and
internal illuminated
signs
Mobil Sign
Sandwich Board Sign
Banners
Free Standing Signs NTE 60 sf on 1 side permanent Not more than 2 signs at least 300" apart on

or 120 sf total

same property. If on 2 roads, 1 sign on each
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including post road
Building Sign, with a Less than 24 sf per permanent Each Business Unit is allowed 1 sign on building
free standing sign business
Building Sign with no Less than 50 sf per Permanent Each Business Unit is allowed 1 sign on building
free standing Sign business
Allowed Size Duration Comments
District F | Ladder Sign 3'Wx8'H Permanent
Home Occupancy 2 SF/side , 4SF total Permanent | Must be erected on own property
Sub-Division Sign 24 SF Temporary | Until developers lots are sold not more than
2yrs
12 SF Total Permanent
Name Signs less than 2 SF Permanent | Does not require a permit, 1 or 2 sided
Temporary Sign SIZE????? Temporary | Event must have permit from Town Clerk.
Allowed to be put up 1 day before and
removed 1 day after event.
Flags 7??? 2?77?

Illuminated and
internal illuminated
signs

Mobil Sign

Sandwich Board Sign

Banners
Free Standing Signs NTE 60 sf on 1 side or 120 sf permanent | Not more than 2 signs at least 300" apart on
total including post same property. If on 2 roads, 1 sign on each
road
Building Sign, with a Less than 24 sf per business permanent | Each Business Unit is allowed 1 sign on
free standing sign building
Building Sign with no Less than 50 sf per business Permanent | Each Business Unit is allowed 1 sign on

free standing Sign

building
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Allowed Size Duration Comments
District G | Ladder Sign 3'Wx8'H Permanent

Home Occupancy 2 SF/side , 4SF total Permanent | Must be erected on own property

Sub-Division Sign 24 SF Temporary | Until developers lots are sold not more than
2yrs

12 SF Total Permanent

Name Signs less than 2 SF Permanent | Does not require a permit, 1 or 2 sided

Temporary Sign SIZE????? Temporary | Event must have permit from Town Clerk.
Allowed to be put up 1 day before and
removed 1 day after event.

Flags 77 07?

Iluminated and

internal illuminated

signs

Mobil Sign

Sandwich Board Sign

Banners

Free Standing Signs NTE 60 sf on 1 side or 120 sf permanent | Not more than 2 signs at least 300’ apart on

total including post same property. If on 2 roads, 1 sign on each

road

Building Sign, with a Less than 24 sf per business permanent | Each Business Unit is allowed 1 sign on

free standing sign building

Building Sign with no Less than 50 sf per business Permanent | Each Business Unit is allowed 1 sign on

free standing Sign

building

10
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Allowed Size Duration Comments
District H | Ladder Sign 3'Wx8'H Permanent

Home Occupancy 2 SF/side , 4SF total Permanent | Must be erected on own property

Sub-Division Sign 24 SF Temporary | Until developers lots are sold not more than
2yrs

12 SF Total Permanent

Name Signs less than 2 SF Permanent | Does not require a permit, 1 or 2 sided

Temporary Sign SIZE????? Temporary | Event must have permit from Town Clerk.
Allowed to be put up 1 day before and
removed 1 day after event.

Flags 77 07?

Illuminated and

internal illuminated

signs

Mobil Sign

Sandwich Board Sign

Banners

Free Standing Signs NTE 60 sf on 1 side or 120 sf permanent | Not more than 2 signs at least 300’ apart on

total including post same property. If on 2 roads, 1 sign on each

road

Building Sign, with a Less than 24 sf per business permanent | Each Business Unit is allowed 1 sign on

free standing sign building

Building Sign with no Less than 50 sf per business Permanent | Each Business Unit is allowed 1 sign on

free standing Sign

building

Items that still need to be examined:

1. Grandfathering/sunset of existing signs

2. Opening statement: In Eastham, all signs and displays posted, displayed, hung,
suspended or otherwise put up for public view must have a permit issued by the
issuing authority as defined in Section XXX. Exceptions and “No Permit
Required” are noted below.
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