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View from north (photo by Town of Eastham Assessor).


Locus Map (north at top)
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Note incorrect property line (in pink) on Assessor’s map: it should align with the northerly boundary of the subject property.
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	Town/City:  
Eastham

	Place: (neighborhood or village): South Eastham


	Address: 
700 State Highway

	Historic Name:  
Myriam C. & Howard W. Bliss Cottage

	Uses:
Present: 
single-family residence

	Original: 
single-family residence

	Date of Construction:  
ca. 1935

	Source:  
tax records

	Style/Form:   
undetermined

	Architect/Builder:  
unknown

	Exterior Material:

	Foundation:  

concrete

	Wall/Trim:  

wood shingles/wood

	Roof:  

asphalt shingles

	Outbuildings/Secondary Structures:  none


	Major Alterations (with dates):  none


	Condition:  
good

	Moved:  no  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
     Date:


	Acreage:    0.8 acre


	Setting:   The subject property is located on the east side of State Highway with frontage on Town Cove, an inlet of the Atlantic Ocean.  Single family land uses lie to the south and west, but the cottage colony Shore Garden, with 12 residential condominium units, occupies the adjoining lot to the north and east.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:    

This very simple and small one-story, gable-roofed cottage is sited well below the grade of State Highway and is not visible from the right-of-way.  It is basically intact with exposed rafter ends, wood shingle cladding, wood corner boards and original two-over-two windows.  The front facade (facing northwest) has three bays; the bay at the far right has paired windows.  A small shed-roofed porch extends from the left (north) gable end.  The foundation appears to be parged.  There are no building permits on record for the subject property.
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE
The house at 700 State Highway was built between 1931 and 1937 by Myriam Crocker Bliss of Norton. The property is comprised of four parcels, the earliest two of which Bliss bought in May 1930 from Frank C. Power of Attleboro,
 who had acquired parcels in this section of Eastham in 1902, 1905, 1906, and 1912 from various parties. Tax records for 1931 show Bliss with .75 acre but no buildings; by 1937 these records show her with .9 acre and a cottage valued at $600.
Myriam Crocker Bliss was born in Quincy in 1903, the daughter of Winthrop N. Crocker and his wife Florence E. Bates. Winthrop Crocker was a native of Brewster and a graduate of Bridgewater Normal School in 1893; he worked as principal for public schools in East Weymouth and Waltham and as superintendent for Dartmouth and Westport public schools in the 1890s and first decade of the 1900s. By 1925 Myriam Crocker had become a teacher herself and was living in her parents’ household in Waltham. Her father was then the master of South Junior High School in that town. In either 1925 or 1926 she married Howard Witherell Bliss, who was born in Norton in 1900 and worked there as a jeweler.  Myriam continued to teach probably until their son Winthrop was born in 1927. The Blisses are shown in Norton in the 1930 and 1940 censuses.
In 1938 and 1946 Bliss acquired additional Eastham land from Clarence J. Bell of Wellfleet and from Bell’s heirs, and tax records for 1947 show her with 1.9 acres in a single parcel with a cottage valued at $900. By 1954 she had built another cottage on the same parcel.
 She continued to own the 700 State Highway property until 1974, when she deeded it to her son Winthrop and his wife Ida. They owned it until 1994, when Ida Bliss transferred title to her children William, Cynthia, Brian, and Anne M. Bliss Boudreau. Anne M. Boudreau and her husband Gary are current owners of the property.
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View from west-northwest.
� Frank C. Power to Myriam Crocker Bliss, 6 May 1930, Barnstable County Registry of Deeds (BCD) 473:200.


� It appears as though one of these cottages was on what is now 690 State Highway, which maps show as 1.1 acre; that area together with the 0.8 acre of the subject property equal the 1.9 acre Bliss is shown to have in tax records.


� Clarence J. Bell, Wellfleet, to Myriam Crocker Bliss, Attleboro, 30 April 1938, Barnstable County Registry of Deeds (BCD) 541:406; Harriet R. Bell and Richmond R. Bell and Clarence B. Daniels, all Wellfleet, to Miriam C. Bliss, Norton, 15 April 1946, BCD 656:378; Myriam C. Bliss (aka Miriam C. Bliss and Myriam Crocker Bliss) to Winthrop C. and Ida V. Bliss, 5 September 1974, BCD 2094:333-35; Ida V. Bliss, Norton, to William E. Bliss, Cynthia F. Bliss, Brian H. Bliss, and Anne M. Boudreau, 17 May 1994, BCD 9196:287; William E. Bliss, Attleboro; Cynthia F. Bliss, Danbury; Brian H. Bliss, Seekonk; and Anne M. Boudreau, Needham, to Anne M. and Gary Boudreau, Norton, 20 July 2012, BCD 26550:16.
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