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The three Smith Heights Cottages are significant as distinctive examples of early tourist accommodations in the Town of Eastham.  The last of seven cottages constructed in 1910 by Francis W. Smith, they are among the oldest buildings of this type remaining in Eastham, and they reflect the character of the developing resort experience on Cape Cod.  Their one-story hipped-roof forms are identified locally as “bungalows,” which were introduced to the Cape in this period as a modern alternative to the traditional gable-roof cottage design.  Sited on a bluff on the west side of Town Cove in the Thumpertown section of Eastham, the scenic location of the cottages evinces the elements that made this area an attraction for vacationers.  The natural setting once enjoyed by the cottages has been compromised by the construction of scores of large houses where only dunes had existed leaving the three small bungalows as reminders of the modest origin of the seaside’s popularity.
Francis W. Smith (1858-1943) was descended from one of Eastham’s native families and he built the cottages on the farmland he had inherited from his father, Nathaniel Smith.  His wife, Sarah A. Doane, was also from a longstanding local family, although her father, George Doane, left Eastham for a brief time for the Kansas Territory where Sarah was born.  Like most farm families in the early 20th century, the Smiths made their living by a combination of farming and fishing.  Farm products included chickens, eggs, butter, turnips, and asparagus; Francis Smith also kept a weir out in the bay and sent the fish he caught there to Boston.
With the local economy slack, the Smiths were one of the first landowners to erect cottages for the tourists that were arriving in the town in automobiles on an improved Route 6.  (The highway would be macadamized by 1915.)  Their scenic site overlooking Town Cove also abutted the highway and the enclave of seven cottages attracted a steady clientele, many who returned year after year.  The garage that remains associated with one of the surviving cottages attests to the role the automobile played in the Cape’s resort history.  The bungalow style of the cottages is also linked to the automobile age and modern sensibilities of the resort era.  Modest but stylish these low, hipped-roof Craftsman Style buildings hunkered down in the sand and had a minimal impact on the outdoor environment.  Large front porches recessed under the front of the roofs provided sheltered and screened outdoor rooms.  Inside were basic kitchen, dining, bathroom, and bedroom spaces divided by low partitions leaving the roof area open for ventilation.  Bungalows would appear throughout the town and become a distinctive feature of Eastham’s architectural catalog.

Sarah Smith died in 1929, and her husband was thereafter recorded in the Cape Directory as a “caretaker of cottages” until he passed away in 1943.  Heirs parceled out the farm, and the section containing the bungalows was divided in two with four on one lot and three on the other.  Still the colony continued to function as Smith Heights Motel and Cabins operated by Francis and Sarah Smith’s grandchildren.  In 1965 the lot containing the four cottages was sold and the bungalows demolished soon after.  The remaining three bungalows continue to be rented to summer tenants.
