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The house and garage located at 55 Clark’s Point Road are historically and architecturally significant as a distinctive example of an early 20th -century hunting camp in the Town of Eastham.  It is also significant for its association with notable individuals from the Boston area who used the camp for sport and recreation.

The Great Pond Camp was established in 1897 by Maurice Howe Richardson, a Boston surgeon and Harvard Medical School professor who became the first surgeon-in-chief at Massachusetts General Hospital in 1911.  Eastham was located on the great seasonal flyway on which ducks and geese made their annual migrations, and the town held a special attraction for sport gunners.    The Great Pond Camp was one of about six hunting camps known to have existed in the town before 1910, and it represents an important early phase of tourism in the town, as well as on Cape Cod.  

Richardson’s hunting forays in Eastham began around 1895 and included his brother-in-law Frank W. Benson, an American Impressionist painter, and another artist, Dwight Blaney.  Richardson’s son, Wyman, was also an avid member of the hunting party.  He would later write about in a serialized story in Atlantic Monthly that was published in book form in 1955 with the title The House on Nauset Marsh, which was the first place where the Richardsons “camped.” 

The present house was built by the family in 1925, fourteen years after Maurice Richardson’s death, replacing the informal, sprawling camp that had evolved from the warming hut he first introduced to the site in 1897.  Existing plans for the original building indicate that the new camp attempted to replicate it in, perhaps, a more permanent form.  Frank W. Benson painted life-size depictions of geese on the ceiling that remain in place today.  In 1929, the camp was conveyed to trustees that included the son and grandson of Quincy Adams Shaw,  Boston’s foremost collector of paintings of the Barbizon school.
