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EASTHAM COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

ERRATA

Page 12 - Construction, industries should read:
Construction industries.

Page 55 - 1500 foot-wide Thumpertown Beach should read:
1500 foot Thumper town Beach.

Page 70 - Correct-1 1947 Federal Tank Truck to read: 1100 gals.
Correct-1 1967 Ford Pumper to read: 1000 gals.
Delete two small motorboats and correct to read:
""'maintains one motor boat and one ice sled for
rescue work, etc."

Page 73 - Delete Welfleet, from the Ambulance Association.
Page 79 - First line in Beaches should read: Aside from

Nauset and Coast Guard Beaches maintained by the
National Seashore, Hemenway landing, owned by Easthan,
provides access to Nauset Bay and should be retained.

Page 86 - 1896 should read: 1869,
Page 108 - Dome Road should read: Doane Road.
Page 146 - Figure 45 should read Figure 46.
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CHAPTER 1  POPULATION

PAST TRENDS

Between 1950 and k960 the population of Eastham increased
39.5% from 860 to 1200. Between 1955 and 1965 the population
increased 61% from 1,107 to 1,788. Unfortunately, it is not
possible to compare all four years because one set of figures
results from a State Census and one set, from a Federal Census.
Their census-taking methods are different; consequently, the
figures are not comparable.

Since 1940 Eastham has been growing at a faster rate than the
state as a whole, as has the entire Cape. Between 1940 and 1950
Eastham grew faster, with the exception of Yarmouth, than Barnstable
County or any of the other selected Cape towns as may be seen on
Table 1: Population Trends, 1910-1965, and Figure 1., It must be
noted that Eastham started with a small base population - therefore
any increase would seem large. Since 1950 Eastham has continued
growing at a rate similar to that of its Lower-Cape neighbors -
Wellfleet and Orleans. However, its rate was surpassed by the

county and by the towns of Dennis and Yarmouth, both closer to

»

the mainland. Previous studies of other Cape Cod towns have shown
that growth seems to move out along the Cape in stages, working
from the mainland to the tip. Eastham and its neighbors are now
coming into their period of greatest growth and expansion, as will

be seen in the population projection later in this report.
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POPULATION TRENDS, 1910 - 1965

1965 1960 1950 1940 1930 1920 1910
Massachusetts 5,295,281 5,148,578 4,690,514 4,316,721 4,249,614 3,852,356 3,606,416
Barnstable 74,000 70,286 46,805 37,295 32,305 26,670 27,542
County
Eastham 1,733 1,200 860 582 543 430 518
Wellfleet 1,651 1,404 1,123 890 823 826 1,022
'Orleans 3,181 2,342 1,759 1,451 1,181 1,012 1,077
(M)
'Dennis 4,374 3,727 2,499 2,015 1,829 1,536 1,919
Yarmouth 8,715 5,504 3,297 2,286 1,794 1,229 1,420

SOQURCE: U.S. Census 1960
Mass, Census 1965
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COMPARATIVE POPULATION TRENDS, 1910-1960
MASSACHUSETTS AND SELECTED CAPE- can GOMMUNITIES
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Composition

A comparison of the population composition of Eastham according
to age - sex groups with the composition of Barnstable County and
the state reveal several differences as shown in Table 2 and on
Figure 2.

First, the percentage of both men and women over 55 is much
higher in Eastham than in the state and even in Barnstable County.

Second, there is a shortage of young people between 15 and 34,
both men and women in Eastham. This group includes young men and
women in college or in the armed forces and those who have left
Eastham for better occupational opportunities,

Third, Eastham has an unusual combination of children and
pre~teenagers., The under 5 group, usually very large, is in
Eastham small, especially in comparison with the State and County
group. The older children, those 5-14, form the largest group, as
is the case also in the State and County with an almost equal
percentage distribution.

Unfortunately, this does not explain the burgeoning Eastham
School population since the older‘group 5-14 in 1960 is now 12-21
and either in junior high or high school and the younger group
O-5 in 1960 is now 7-12 and in elementary school. According to
the Town Report of 1969, the elementary school population is 206,

but the census shows only 101 children who would now be eligible
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