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Eastham Free Water Quality Testing Program

2010-2011
Dear Eastham Property Owner, 

To protect public health and ensure the quality of its drinking water, the Town of Eastham is collecting and analyzing private well water samples from Eastham residences in three year cycles.  The purpose of this program is to monitor the level of nitrates in Eastham’s ground water, which comes from the Nauset Lens of the Cape Cod sole source aquifer.  To provide a manageable number of samples for analysis the town is divided into three regions: North, Central and South Eastham.  This year we are collecting samples from your area of town.  A sample vial is enclosed in this package.  Instructions on drawing the sample and where to return the vial are written below.

The analysis will be free of charge
The sample will be analyzed for nitrates by the Barnstable County Laboratory.  The results will be used only to assess town water quality.  If you are required to submit samples for the mandated rental water analysis program, you may substitute this test for the more extensive $30.00 Barnstable County Analysis, for this year only.  Results will be mailed to you following analysis.

Nitrate analyses are very good indicators of the degradation of water quality due to septic system outputs.  Your participation in this survey program is very important to ensure that the results provide a complete picture of the status of Eastham’s groundwater.  The only way to know the quality of your private well water is to test.  Your participation is greatly appreciated.  If you have any questions, please call the Eastham Health Department at 508-240-5900.

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Draw a sample from any cold-water tap in your house.  Do not use a hose or a swivel faucet.

2. Run water for about 3 minutes, fill vial to within 1/8” of top and CLOSE SECURELY.

3. Do NOT return the sample by mail.

4. Hand deliver the sample to Marked Bins at:

· Eastham Town Hall Mon-Fri, 8:00-4:00pm

· Eastham Public Library Tues&Thurs 10am-8pm, 


Wed, Thurs&Sat 10am-4pm
or

· Department of Public Works/Natural Resource Dept, Old Orchard Rd, Mon-Fri, during office hours
5. Submit sample promptly if you are a year-round resident, all others by   June 25, 2011.
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